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Introduction

Hardship doesn't define you—but how you rise
after it can. Whether you've faced unemployment,
medical debt, domestic abuse, incarceration, or
military challenges, rebuilding credit is possible.

This guide is here to help you regain control of your
financial future—one step at a time.



Step 1: Face the Facts
Know Where You Stand

Pull Your Credit Reports:

e Start by puling all three credit reports
(Experian, Equifax, and TransUnion) for free
at AnnualCreditReport.com.

e Review them for errors, outdated
information, or fraudulent accounts.

Key Things to Look For:
¢ Accounts in collections.
e |ate or missed payments.
e Credit utilization (how much credit you're
using compared to your limits).
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Step 2: Dispute Errors LikeaPro

Credit bureaus make mistakes all the time—don't let
their errors hold you back.

How to Dispute:
¢ Highlight incorrect items on your reports (e.g,
accounts you don’t recognize, wrong balances).
o Write a clear dispute letter to the credit bureau.
¢ Include supporting evidence (e.g. payment
receipts).
e Send it certified mail to ensure accountability.

Need Help? Our Consumer Law Course teaches you
how to dispute errors like a pro. Use code
lluminate20 for 20% off this holiday season.



Step 3: Get on Current
Payments

Consistency is key when rebuilding credit.

Prioritize Your Debts:

e Focus on making payments for essential accounts like
rent, utilities, and secured loans.

e Catch up on overdue accounts—contact creditors to
negotiate payment plans if needed.

Pro Tip: Even if you can only make the minimum payment,
do it. Late payments are one of the biggest credit score
Killers.




Step 4: Lower Your Credit
Utilization

Your credit utilization ratio (the percentage of your available
credit you're using) has a massive impact on your score.

How to Improve lt:

¢ Pay down high balances.
¢ Dont max out your credit cards.

e Ask for a credit limit increase (if you trust yourself not to
overspend).




Step 5: Add Positive Accounts

If your credit history is limited or damaged, adding new
positive accounts can help rebuild your score.

Options to Consider:

e Secured Credit Cards: These require a deposit and
are ideal for rebuilding credit.

¢ Credit Builder Loans: Offered by many credit unions,
these loans build credit while you save money.

e Authorized User: Ask a trusted family member or
friend to add you as an authorized user to their
account.

Step 6: Deal with Collections
Strategically

Collections can feel overwhelming, but you can handle them
smartly:

DO NOT Pay Right Away:
¢ Contact the collection agency first to confirm the debt is
valid.
* Negotiate a pay-for-delete agreement—they remove the
item from your credit report in exchange for payment.

Learn More: Our DIY Credit Repair Program includes step-
by-step instructions for dealing with collections. Try it free for 14
days.




Step 7: Protect Yourself from
Predatory Practices

Financial hardship makes people vulnerable to scams.

Watch out for:

e Debt Settlement Scams: Companies that promise to
erase your debt for an upfront fee.

¢ High-Interest Loans: Payday loans and cash advances
can trap you in a cycle of debt.

Tip: Educate yourself about consumer rights with our
Consumer Law Course.




Step 8: Build a Budget and
Emergency Fund

Rebuilding credit goes hand-in-hand with rebuilding financial
habits.

Create aBudget:
e [rack your income and expenses.
¢ Allocate funds for debt repayment, savings, and essentials.

Start an Emergency Fund:
Even saving $500 can prevent you from falling back into debt
when unexpected expenses arise.

Step 9: Stay Consistent and
Patient

Credit repair isn’'t an overnight process, but every small step you
take matters.

ConsistencyIsKey:
¢ Make all payments on time.
o Keep credit utilization low.

¢ Regularly monitor your credit for progress and errors.




Step 10: Lean on Resources That
Help

You don't have to do this alone.

Here’s What We Offer:
o MyFreeScoreNow : Stay on top of your credit score for $1.
¢ DIY Credit Repair Program : Rebuild your credit at your
own pace. Try it free for 14 days.
e ConsumerLaw Course 101: | earn your rights and how to
use them to protect your credit (get 20% off with code
llluminate20).
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Final Thoughts: Your Credit
Comeback Starts Now

Life may have thrown some punches, but you're still standing—
and that’s what matters. Rebuilding credit after hardship is about
progress, not perfection. With the right tools, strategies, and
mindset, you can take back control and create the financial
future you deserve.
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Along this journey, I've acquired the
title of a Board Certified Credit
Consultant, showcasing my
commitment to excellence in the
credit world. My path began when
life threw curveballs, and |
personally experienced the
challenges of credit woes. Working
with a credit repair company, | saw
promises fall short. That's when |
decided to dive deep into credit
education, fueled by a desire to
genuinely help those around me

My ultimate passion? My daughter!
She's the driving force behind all
that| do. My goal is crystal clear—
to be the best father | can be and
build generational wealth for her,
ensuring a smoother journey than
the one I've experienced. Family,
friends, and loyalty are the pillars of
my value system, guiding both my
personal and professional
endeavors.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

I'm Tayvon Harvey, a dedlicated
entrepreneur with a heart for making a
positive impact. Armed with a degree
in Business Management and over two
decades of enriching customer service
experiences, I've found my true calling
in the world of entrepreneurship.

My approach to life and work is
simple yet powerful—no more
excuses! We all face struggles, but
it's what we do with our time that
defines us. | firmly believe in using
every moment to make ourselves
proud.

When it comes to my clients, I'm not
just a consultant; I'm a partner in
their journey to financial wellness. |
value each client, treating them with
respect and professionalism. What
sets me apart is my genuine care.
I'm not just after results; I'm after
transforming communities and
opening doors to better
opportunities for everyone around
me.

My dream? To monetize my passion
for helping people and merge it with
my love for travel. Imagine being
able to explore the world, all while
making a difference in the lives of
individuals and communities. That's
the dream that fuels my hustle.

FOUNDED FOR THE PEOPLE

At llumination Consulting, we set ourselves apart by dedicating our work to underserved
communities—veterans, survivors of trafficking and abuse, and individuals rebuilding after
incarceration. These are people who often face unique and overwhelming financial challenges.

We approach their needs with empathy and compassion, offering tailored solutions that not
only repair credit but also restore hope and confidence. For us, this isn't just business—it's
about making a real difference in the lives of those who need it most.
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Ready to start your
debt-free journey?

® Check your credit with MyFreeScoreNow.

® Tryour DIY Credit Repair Program with a 14-
day free trial. Level up with our Consumer
Law Course—now 20% off with code
llluminate20.

® |et’'s make your credit work for YOU.

www.illuminationconsulting.net

& | mumination
Y | Consulting

13



